CMA/Radio Tarifa — 1 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


CONTACT: — Stacie Leatherman 
(216) 707-2265 
sleatherman @ clevelandart.org 


Musical Alchemists from Spain Perform at 
Cleveland Museum of Art 


Concert Kicks Off VIVA! Series 
“A polyphonic burst of joy and redemption.” — The New York Times 


CLEVELAND (Sept. 12, 2002) — The musical alchemists of Radio Tarifa will perform their unique blend of 
flamenco, rock, jazz, Arabic and early Western music at the Cleveland Museum of Art Friday, Sept. 27, 2002, at 
7:30 p.m. in Gartner Auditorium. 

The group’s Cleveland debut is the first concert of the Museum’s 2002-2003 VIVA! Festival of 
Performing Arts. Limited tickets are available for $27 and $23 and may be purchased by phone at 
1-888-CMA-0033 or online at www.ClevelandArt.org. 

The ensemble has three recordings: Rumba Argelina (1997, Wea/Atlantic/Nonesuch), Temporal (1998, 
Wea/Atlantic/Nonesuch) and Cruzando el Rio (2001, Wea/Atlantic/Nonesuch). Formed in the early 1990s, the 
band takes its name after a small, independent radio station at Cape Tarifa, the southernmost point of Spain on the 
Strait of Gibraltar, across from North Africa. The group describes Tarifa as “a little bit borderline, nobody’s land 
and, most of all, a balcony to the Mediterranean,” and links it to their interest in the cultural legacy of the 
association between Islam and Christianity. 

Radio Tarifa has performed throughout Europe, incorporating ancient instruments such as the Egyptian 
nay (stem flute), classical Greek and Roman wind instruments and contemporary instruments such as saxophone 
and electric bass. Group members Benjamin Escoriza (vocals), Vincent Molina (winds and keyboards) and Fain 
S. Duefias (guitars, strings, bass and percussion) will be accompanied by seven other members of the ensemble for 


the CMA performance. 


Masters of Persian Music: M.R. Shajarian, Alizadeh, Kalhor, H. Shajarian Perform Oct. 4 

M.R. Shajarian, the “Pavarotti of Persian classical music” (Toronto Globe and Mail), will join two legendary 
instrumentalists, Hossein Alizadeh and Kayhan Kalhor, for an evening of music based on poems by Rumi. 
Homayoun Shajarian, a rising star of Persian classical music, will accompany them on vocals and percussion. This 


performance is part of their 16-city North American tour. The concert will take place Friday, Oct. 4, 2002, in the 


(more ...) 
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Museum’s Gartner Auditorium at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are available for $35 and $31 and may be purchased by phone 
at 1-888-CMA-0033 or online at www.ClevelandArt.org. 

The Museum receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. Promotional support for VIVA! is 
provided by WNWV The Wave 107.3. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 5,000 years. The museum is a pivotal 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 
holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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